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The coincidence between the date on which the Antarctic

Treaty enterced intc force and the date, twenty years later on

which this Consultaetive Mceting opened in Bucnos Aires gave

.rise to reflecctions on the evclving systen of obligations that

had been undertcken by the Consultative Perties.

Prior to the Antarctic Treaty the Antarctic had been nore
the subject of internetional competiticn ia2n cr-omeration.
The International Geophysicel Year, 1957-%"% hLed shovn the
benefits of co-operation and the Treaty scught to establish a
firn foundation for the continuation end development of such
co-operation on the basis of frecdon of scientific investigation
in Antarctica.

The Antarctic Treaty prchibited activities of a militery
nature, ruclear explosions end the disposal of radioactive
waste neterial; it esined tc pronmcte internaticnal scientific
co~operation, provided for pericdic consultations on matters
cf common concern and ensured the observance of its provisions
by esteblishing the right of Ccnsultative Parties to inspect
activities in 2ll areas of fntarctica.

Before the International Geonhysicel Year the Antarctiec

“had becn gencrelly looked upcn as having little effect on the

rest of the world. The cencouregement provided by the Treaty
for cooperaticn between scientists hzas enabled them to increase
knowledge of fintarctica at a much faster rate than would
otherwise have been possible. Thc irportence o»f Antarctica

as, for exarple, & major glcbal climatiec regculator, has becone
ever nore apparent.

The Antarctic Trcaty System of continually evolving
consultative procedures has produced recornendations covering
a wide variety of subjects which benefit from internétional
co-operation. Where thesec reconmnendations touch upon
scientific matters the Consultative Parties have sought the
advice of Scientific Comnittee on Anterctic Research (SCAR)
through their ifaticnal Antarctic Cormmittees.

Among the system's achievements heve been a unique and
all embarcing set of conservetion measures conmprising the
Agreed Mcasures for the Conscrvation of Antarctic Fauna and
Florae, the Convention for the Conservation of Anterctic Seals
and the recently concluded Convention on the Conservation of
Antarctic Merine Living Resources. In exercising their
responsibility for the prctection of the Antarctic environment,
the Consultative Parties have taken a menmber of additional
steps to prevent hermful humen impect upon that environment.
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The Antarctic Treaty Systcm of arrangements decaling with
the practical requircments for international action is the
cnly widely accepted arrangement which exists in the erea.
There are now twenty-five ccntracting states and it was a
welconme event thet at the Third Special Antarctic Treeoty
Consultative Meeting earlier this year the Consultative Parties
had acknowledged that the Federal Republic of Gernany had
fulfilled the requirenents for Consultative status under the
Antarctic Treaty and thus perticipeated in the Bleventh
Consultative Meeting in Bucenos Aires.




