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Forwarding of recommendations on operational matters to COMNAP
Forwarding of recommendations on operational matters to COMNAP
Introduction

The Secretariat of the Antarctic Treaty is currently engaged in the process of reviewing the recommendations approved by previous Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings (ATCM) on operational matters, environmental issues and Protected Areas and Monuments. The aim of this exercise is to produce new or revised versions of the documents in question with a view to preparing the ATCM’s decisions on recommendations that are no longer in effect (ATCM XXXII SP 4 Draft Secretariat Programme 2009-2010).

One of the functions of COMNAP is to provide technical assistance to the Antarctic Treaty System, particularly with respect to operational matters, given the longstanding experience its working groups have in this field; the importance of COMNAP was also explicitly stated in Resolution 2 (2009) Role and Place of COMNAP in the Antarctic Treaty System. As a result, it would be appropriate to request COMNAP’s assistance when evaluating the status of the recommendations on operational matters.  

The Secretariat Paper ATCM XXXIII SP 9 Analysis of the status of ATCM recommendations establishes that once it has been determined which recommendations have been replaced by later recommendations adopted by the ATCM and COMNAP guidelines, the ATCM can decide whether they should be replaced by decisions or resolutions recommending the Parties’ compliance based on COMNAP’s report.   

Draft Decision
Decision XXX (2010) 


Forwarding of recommendations on operational matters to COMNAP

The Representatives, 

Decide to:

1) Forward to the Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs (COMNAP) the recommendations on operational matters, with the request that their status be examined during the next intersessional period. 
2) Authorise the ATS to work with COMNAP on this matter during the intersessional period. 
3) Request the ATS to submit a report on the status of the recommendations on operational matters for the consideration of ATCM XXXIV based on the technical report drafted by COMNAP. 
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