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Second report of the Intersessional Contact Group on Education and Outreach 
Second report of the Intersessional Contact Group on Education and Outreach
Working Paper submitted by Bulgaria, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Portugal, Spain and UK
Summary
At Santiago, Chile in ATCM XXIX, Parties decided to continue the work of the intersessional contact group (ICG) on Education and Outreach, following a number of Terms of reference related to Education and Outreach. As requested by the Meeting, this paper aims to provide an initial report on the discussions taken within the ICG, and recommends considerations by the ATCM of the outcomes of the intersessional work.
Background

After recognizing the need for better public and educational outreach activities regarding Antarctica during ATCM XXXVII in Brasilia, an ICG on Education and outreach was established during ATCM XXXVIII in Sofia. At the same ATCM, a very successful workshop on Education and Outreach was held: ninety seven participants from thirty seven parties, observers and experts took part in the workshop.  During ATCM XXXIX in Santiago, Bulgaria introduced WP 24 First Report on the Intersessional Contact Group on Education and Outreach, jointly prepared with Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Portugal and the United Kingdom.  The ATCM recognised the contribution of parties and the usefulness of the ICG’s work. Parties were advised to continue to use and promote the forum on Education and Outreach to share information on Education and Outreach activities and events with each other. Contributions to Education and Outreach activities from an Antarctic Treaty Perspective remains within the Multi-Year Strategic Work Plan of the ATCM. 
As stated in the final report of ATCM XXXIX in Santiago, paragraph 148, the Meeting agreed to continue the ICG on Education and Outreach for another intersessional period, and agreed to the following terms of reference:

• Foster collaboration at both the national and international level, on Education and Outreach;
• Identify key international activities/events related to education and outreach for possible engagement by the Antarctic Treaty Parties;
• Share results of educational and outreach initiatives that demonstrate the work of Antarctic Treaty Parties in managing the Antarctic Treaty area;
• Emphasise ongoing environmental protection initiatives that have been informed by scientific observations and results, in order to reinforce the importance of the Antarctic Treaty and its Protocol on Environmental Protection;
• Promote related education and outreach activities by Experts and Observers, and encourage cooperation with these groups;
• Discuss the possibility for creation of an Antarctic Education and Outreach section at the ATS website; and
• Monitor and share information about educational and outreach activities related to the 25th Madrid Protocol anniversary celebrations undertaken in 2016.

Belgium, Bulgaria, Brazil, Chile, Portugal and the United Kingdom, with the recent addition of Spain, will continue to form the Core Group which will moderate this forum.

Method of Operation
The ICG operates using the online ATCM Discussion Forum, under the topic ‘ICG on Education and Outreach’. The discussion was open to all Parties, Observers and Experts. Currently there are 38 points of contact listed as participating in the ICG. Of these 20 parties and 4 observers and experts (up to 06.04.2017.) have actively participated in the forum. The ICG began work with an opening announcement by the convener 26th of September 2016. The work plan was arranged in three stages:
· Stage 1: Opening announcement with opening notes, proposed timetable and working scheme. 

· Stage 2:  Requesting parties to provide initial comments, proposals and sharing information on ToR issues ;

· Stage 3: Preparation and submission of Working Paper report of the ICG for ATCM XXX

Discussions
There are 29 posts (up to 06.04.2017) from more than 11 parties observers and experts (Argentina, Australia, Bulgaria, Chile, Portugal, Romania, United Kingdom, Uruguay, ASOC, COMNAP, IAATO, )  There are 7 topics within the forum: Opening Announcement; 25th anniversary of the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty;  Antarctica Day 2016; Association of Polar Eearly Career Scientists (APECS) POLAR WEEK March 2017; 3rd International Workshop of Polar Educators International (PEI) - April 2017 - Italy; New polar research ship for Britain - Communications Strategy ;UK digital engagement evaluation of 25th Anniversary 2016 
CEP Circular 2 opened the discussions on 25th anniversary of the Environmental Protocol and drew out  the most important communications and activities associated with Anniversary. Seven parties and 3 observers and experts (Argentina, Australia, Bulgaria, Chile, Portugal, Romania, United Kingdom, Uruguay, ASOC, COMNAP, IAATO) displayed their work on the celebrations of the 25th Anniversary of the Madrid Protocol. Social media campaigns photos and other materials were shared in the forum. Most of them highlighted that materials are available in several official Antarctic Treaty languages as well. Furthermore some parties reported about activities which have been organised on domestic as well on international level.  Several parties payed specific attention to international educational activities, including the celebration of Antarctica Day 2016 (in association with different polar organisations as an international effort to share knowledge about Antarctica) and the APECS International Polar Week Spring 2017 (bringing polar scientists to interact with schools, via different ways, such as oral presentations, science exhibitions and skype calls). Italy announced that  the workshop of Polar Educators International (PEI) will be held in Rovereto (TN) 11-14th April 2017, bringing together polar educators and scientists from around to World to address issues related to Polar Education..

Recommendations
The ICG recommends that the ATCM
· Recognizes the usefulness of the Forum on Education and Outreach

· Advises the Parties to keep promoting the usage of the Forum to provide information of their activities related to Education and Outreach

· Assess key international activities/events related to education and outreach that Parties can engage

· Advises the Parties to continue to promote not only Antarctica and Antarctic research through their Education and Outreach Activities but the Antarctic Treaty and Environmental Protocol itself.
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