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Summary

This paper gives brief information about the education and outreach activities during the Turkish Antarctic Expedition - IV (TAE-IV) 2019-2020 conducted under the National Polar Science Program 2018-2022.

Background

“Collaboration Project for Supporting Educators for Polar Regions” is designed for increasing the capacity and knowledge of our educators who raise future scientists and to transfer the knowledge on polar regions to future generations. For this purpose, educators are intended to be included in polar scientific expeditions for 2 to 12 weeks, to observe the research activities, to write down their observations as a blog, to communicate with the classrooms via voice or video call and to transfer their experiences to the students and other educators after the expedition. For the Antarctic campaign, The project is organized by the Polar Research Institute (PRI) under “The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK)” and the participants are selected by the Ministry of National Education and the PRI.
Required qualifications for educators participating in the project are as follows:

· Very good foreign language skills (especially English),
· A social, enterprising and productive personality,
· Good mental and physical health, when challenging conditions of Antarctica considered,

· Experienced in survival in nature-themed sports such as camping, mountaineering, climbing 

· Experienced and certificated in emergency and first aid

· Suitable for teamwork, reasonable and calm in case of emergency, 

· Good photo and video shooting skills.

In addition to the qualifications, these activities are expected to be carried out by the selected participant during the expedition:

· Answering the questions of young students by providing live broadcast connection via satellite phone,

· Keeping a journal during the voyage,

· Creating a photo archive to be used in studies that will appeal to students' visual memory,
· Observing the research activities of the scientists during the expedition, taking photos and shooting videos to transfer these observations to students.
Education & Outreach in TAE-IV

For TAE-IV, the names of three teachers who meet the above qualifications were reported to the PRI by the ministry. After the interviews with these teachers, Canan Evecen -an English teacher from Mustafa Kemal Paşa Middle School, İstanbul- was selected to attend TAE-IV. During the expedition, she kept a journal and prepared six blog posts for students (which are available online in Turkish), made short interviews with the researchers, took photos and videos for exhibition, and made a live question & answer session with high school students via voice call.
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