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Summary

This paper gives a brief report on the foundation of the Polar Research Institute (PRI) under the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK).
The Foundation Process

The Republic of Turkey made its first official attempt to be involved in Antarctic affairs by ratifying the Antarctic Treaty in 1995. Since 2017, the Antarctic studies, which are held under the auspices of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey; are carried out under the responsibility of the Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology and coordinated by the Polar Research Center of Istanbul Technical University (PolReC) within the scope of the Turkish Antarctic Science Program (2018-2022).

In order to ensure that Antarctic scientific research activities are carried out with international participation and embraced in a systematic manner, the Polar Research Institute (PRI) under the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) was established in 2019. The main aim of the PRI is to conduct the Turkish Antarctic Science Program (2018-2022) in collaboration with the related institutions. To achieve this, assuring that national science expeditions are conducted in Antarctica and promoting bilateral cooperation on Antarctic sciences and ensuring that Turkish scientists are deployed in the scientific bases of other Parties to have scientific collaboration will have the utmost importance for PRI. Warranting that scientists from other Parties participate in research projects carried out during Turkish Antarctic Science Expeditions is also a central vision. Besides these, Membership procedures in international organizations and unions will be followed. In this context, priority will be given to activities towards accession to the Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs (COMNAP) as a member and becoming a full member of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR).

Dr. Burcu Ozsoy, former Director of ITU Polar Research Center (PolReC) and the technical coordinator for the implementation of the Turkish Antarctic Science Program (2018-2022), is assigned as the Director of the PRI.
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